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Seringapatam by the monsoon,, which sets in in
May. Hence the necessity of a second season,,
and probably of a second equipment of bullocks,
before an efficient army could invest Seringapa-
tam. Supposing it, however, there, and joined by
the Bombay army*(the difficulty of which it is
here unnecessary to consider), I doubt whether
there are any well-grounded expectations that
they could feed themselves. The experience of
Lord Cornwallis's army proves that we were un-
able to supply ourselves, or to open our rear for
the admission of brinjarries, until we had been
joined by the Mahratta army, and the whole
country embraced.

" At present, there is no grain at Arnec or
Vellore, and, I believe, no considerable quantity
could be stored in the forts of the Barrahmahal
before the harvests of November. The vessels
which bring groin from the northern ports and
from Bengal do not arrive here before the months
of September and October.

" Upon the whole, there are sufficient grounds
for concluding that the whole of the coast army
which could be assembled would be incapable of
offensive operations, and that they could not be
put in motion before the month of January. How
far, and at what period, they may be in a con-
dition to make a serious attack upon Tippoo,
must depend upon the extent and time of rein-
forcements from Bengal; and as nothing of con-